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9th ditto. 
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6th ditto. 
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llth ditto. 
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7th January 1886. 
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8th ditto. 

7th ditto. 

4th ditto. 

9th _—_ ditto. 
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October and November 1885. 
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I.—Forer1an Portrics. 


Tas Sdr Sudhdnsdhi, of y 4th January, says that no one can resist the San SUDHasTDBI, 
vm Neptedon of Scag etry ite Burman“ 
Gmber if the task can be easily accomplished. But the Em cree y Be pen 
ledge that no ne : press of India has 
iven a pledg ew countries are to be annexed. The breaking of thi 
pledge 18 et © oe adie eet in the estimation of the oom: . 7. 
which King . r 
ogee cos hie aga sent his favourite son into exile because 
9. The Burdwan Sanjivant, “ the 5th January, says that the Bogen Sere ee. 
Burmah. a wed re Fata country, and its people Jan, 5th, 1886. 
the sun never sets. But when thew rulers tell an te i whose dominions 
reatly ashamed. The Engl : otruth, the natives are 
greatly asi nglish papers fill their colum ith 
of the misgovernment of Burmah, and represent th rl ty egg 
anxious for Lngtish rule. But the attitude of the B ee 
they never desired the overthrow of King Theeb agar people show that 
wept bitterly wnen the King was conveyed from his s rule. The Burmese 
they have commenced to raise disturbances 1 = peace ine oath, one 
‘owatry. If they were anxious for English - in Pena places in the 
this ? The English ag ain are eguienila se rs why should they do all 
jaccits. But, asks the writer, who are _ F rea me of these disturbances as 
English ? Those who collect an army for d acoits? The Burmese or the 
of his kingdom should not call antes, Ge an independent Prince 
part of dacoits for preserving the interests ; ; e English have acted the 
Churchill. has distinetly ne Page an a aoe timber merchants. Lord 
acct mal the aenanes aenenel . ~ trade will never prosper in 
aes iailieh a aaatee Mae wily i e scenes of the battle of Plasse 
trade. The English say that they oe t kt affording facilities to English 
acces denee tes tans of ian Pak a ge arms for protecting the 
lost in this affair? Great battles have oe det ee oe ee 
et ieeieee snatebelin hes faite, not indeed been fought, but still 
bike bende cl Beatikuen ? The an gd lose their lives in India itself 
But are they not themselves cruel ? The Ei 4 ig seaplane ead dye Bvigr 
pate defence, Why, then, do the E ee ee ee 
Those who are themselves first class d aga ce Se Damen seeatet 
call others by that opprobrious epi acolts should not be bold enough t 
; pithet. ‘The writ ch to 
aye said + rg the English. The writer sat ty | qe: phew 
nown as liars b iscs_ the English no 
ears cos poder os rok Tae orm 
tthe Burmese war. The native © very Commencement 
tion, and so the Enolish pa papers are opposed tothe policy of ann 
contemporaries. The n t pers are not well disposed towards their ol 
Hinduiew and Cheieti atives cannot agree with the English in thi native 
these two religions py magl are not one and the same. The f vicnaagge 
; 5 r : a . ollow 
fn, when therfore a at sake do ot care forthe doct Europeans, 
5 » 0 there is no wonder th ; or tne octrines of 
their opinion. Th er that natives should differ from E er 
Burmah are the ed two reasons commonly advanced fo paths agar 
! > pel 1for the annexation of 
natives of Burmah sg of commerce and the granting of protecti : 
Wl sak tos carta ‘ are said to be anxious for English Le ection to the 
thing aboutlthe te. . | out the first reason set forth here, but he Bie 
| Pnol? oP soln ll sa 
andaluy, disarmed th teason. Ihe English General has, on the pire. B sgh 
orders for disarm; e Burmese army. Not content with thi € occupation of 
have for t ming the whole of the Burmes ih this, he has passed 
and no Kin br virne been brought to Tse aaa The oe Heaps of arms 
g, but still they are determined to pre urmese have no leaders 
preserve their independence, 


Axnarni DaRvUS 
SULTANUT, 


Jan. 6th, 1886. 


8saHacn aR, 
Jan. 6th, 1886. 


BrakaT MISE, 
Jan, 7th, 1886. 


(= 


They have made no preparation for war, but still they are fighting. They 
have created disburbances not only in Upper Burmah, but also in British 
Burmah. They are fighting with the English, are being defeated at every 
step, and still they are not willing to submit. The English papers are 
representing these men who are fighting for their country as dacoits, 
Be that as it may, the dacoits are annoying the English General to a very 
great extent. The writer hears that Lord Dufferin will go to Burmah and 
settle the question of the administration of that country after seeing 
things on the spot. The writer considers the journey of the Viceroy to 
Burmah as necessary, for then he will be able to know whether the Burmese 
want to have English rule, or to preserve their independence. No one 
will be able to speak anything unfavourably of His Lordship if he acts in 
accordance to the wishes of the Burmese people. 
3. The Akhbari Darus Sultanut, hp the 6th January, — that 
hypocrisy and insincerity constitute the polic 
— of the Sovereigns of Lurope. It sy mn 
apparent that the English were anxious to possess the rich country of 
Burmah, and so they pretended that the King of that country was cruel, 
The writer is not sorry that Theebaw has lost his kingdom, but he is 
sorry that the people will henceforth entertain strong suspicion about 
the English, May Lord save the Native States, and _ especially 
Hyderabad ! 


4. The Sahachar, of the 6th January, says that Lord Dufferin has 


is paved the way ‘for future dangers by annexing 
Burmah. Turkey, too, at atime conquered 
and annexed many countries. But now Turkey is falling to pieces by the 
revolt of one subject race after another. For this reason the writer objected 
to the annexation of any foreign country to the Indian Empire. Govern- 
ment is already busy with keeping in check the Punjab and the frontier 
tribes. Burmah is surrounded on three sides by hill tribes who have never 
owned allegiance to any Power. They are not surely a match for the 
English troops in a pitched battle. But does not the Viceroy know 
that of all systems of warfare, the guerilla system is the most expensive and 
troublesome to a civilized army. A quarrel will soon break out with Siam 
and China. But if the English Government invades China, Russia will protest 
against that step; and if it invades Siam, a similar protest will be made by 
France. The Russian Empire is so constituted that it is easy for her to invade 
either Turkey or India. Because Russia assumed a threatening attitude at 
Panjdeh, 11 crores of English and 4 crores of Indian money had to be spent 
Upon preparations for war. There is yet an opportunity of rectifying the 
error that has been committed. But the writer fears that the temptation of 
providing for Englishmen is too strong for the English Government to 
resist. The writer wishes that his apprehensions proved groundless. But 
he cannot reasonably expect that such will be the case. 
6. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 7th January, says that the cost of 
a governing Upper Burmah and of occupying 


a it permanently will doubtless exceed the 
revenue which it is estimated will be obtained from the province. India 


will have to pay large sums annually for its military occupation by British 
ts An income-tax is about to be imposed, and who knows what will 
ollow 

Referring to the statements regarding the Burmese war made by Lord 
Dufferin in the course of his recent speech in the Legislative Council, the editor 
says that he is not satisfied with His Excellency’s remarksin this connection, 
nor can he admitthat native newspapers have blamed Government for it 
Burmese policy in ignorance of the true facts. Instead of trying to bring 


(@} 


lement with Theebaw, Government rather tried its best 
: eT 1 ale. No just man will approve of the action of 
A mat ¢ ‘n this matter. The editor isconvinced that Upper Burmah 
Stee stihl simply for the benefit and convenience of English merchants 
ae ha heen for some time past great losers owing to the general depression 
adel This is clearly proved by their memorials to Government urging 
bygone tion of Burmah. The dispute with the Bombay-Burmah Trading 
a ae furnished only the exciting cause. If it were Theebaw’s cruelties 
sloue that led to his deposition, why was not another prince set up in his 
> Why was his kingdom annexed ? 
place : y B h h bh d d 
6. The same paper says that Upper Burmah has been annexed an 
its people deprived of their independence 
for ever. By this step the British Govern- 
ment committed a great sin on the first day of the new year. 
Lord Dufferin is a consummate diplomatist. In the proclamation no 
reasons have been assigned for the annexation. Throughout this Bur- 
mese affair Government has had only one object in view, namely the good 
of the English merchants. Hence its high-handed dealings with King Thee- 
baw and its provoking ultimatum. Everything has been done in sucha 
manneras might facilitate the work of annexation. The cruel treatment 
extended to Theebaw after he had voluntarily surrendered himself into the 
hands of the English was extremely cowardly on their part. Why deprive the 
Burmese of their independence for the fault of their ruler? Who can 
approve of this course ? The foreign policy of the Government would seem 
t0 consist in the annexation of weak states and in the conciliation of 
powerful ones. The case of Burmah and that of Afghanistan will illustrate 
the truth of this remark. The editor is opposed to the idea of including 
Upper Burmah in the Indian Empire, inasmuch as if this is done, India will 
have to pay large sums of money towards the cost of British administration 
in the newly annexed province. 

7. The Rungpore Dik Prakash, of the 7th January, says that Burmah 
has been annexed. But it would not be easy 
to retain that country. Pacification of the 
country seems to be impossible because the people have become greatly 
discontented since the deportation of Theebaw. The writer is afraid lest 
the scenes witnessed in Cabul should be re-enacted in Burmah. 

8. Al Funch, of the 8th January, says that the fate of Burmah 
has been sealed. The natives advised Gov- 
ernment for a long time not to annex that 
country, but Government followed its own inclination. The step has 
been taken, but it has been a wrong step. | 

Y. The same paper has a cartoon in which Russia and Cabul are 

ae ae represented as delimiting their respective 

7 territories. The Amir of Cabul holds the end 

of the sword of which the hilt is in the hands of Russia. The Russian asks 

~ = what he has received as the fruit of his friendship with the 
oglish, 

10. The Uchit Vaktd, of the 8th January, says that the English have 

Burmah. committed a mistake by the annexation 

of Burmah. Since they have entered Burmah 

thefts and dacoities have become common. If these continue, the cost of 

the administration will become very great. So Lord Dufferin should shape 

® Course, keeping the question of the morality of the measure and of the 
uture administration of the country in view. 

11. The Prajd Bandhu, of the 8th January, says that it was well known 

——— that the English would not be able to resist the 
temptation of annexing Burmah in spite of 


about a 


Burmah. 


Burmah. 


Burmah. 


BraRpat Mrute 


Jan. 7th, 1886. 


RUNGPORE DIK 


PRAKASH, 


Jan. 7th, 1886. 


AL PUNCH, 


Jan. 8th, 1886. 


AL PUNCH. 


Ucnit Vakta, 
Jan. 8th, 1886. 
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the protests of the Press. The pen refuses to move when the condition 
of Burmah and the mean-mindedness of Englishmen are thought of. 
There is no sovereign power in Asia, and there is none to appeal to. If 
it had been Europe instead of Asia, would Englishmen have dared to 
talk even of full or half annexation? It is reported that the King of 
Burmah knew nothing as to what Englishmen were doing in his country, 
and was under the impression before his capture that only friendly negocia- 
tions were going on. The fact is that his minister was fully won over, 
so although General Prendergast has got a big title, it seems that the con- 
quest of Burmah is even of more questionable character than the English 
conquest of Bengal. 


12. The Bheri, of the 8th January, says that on the first day of the 
year 1886, an _ independent country 
became a British Province for ever. The 
public does not yet know for what reason the Burmese have been made to 
wear the chains of subjection. ‘The writer does pct remember whether the 
English ever annexed any country without any cause, as they have done 
Burmah. They have conquered the whole of India indeed, but the names 
of allied states here and there console the Hindus to a certain extent, but 
what consolation will the Burmese have after this? When the English 
have annexed the country they should keep it uader the direct management 
of the Crown. Why have they included it in the Indian Empire ? 


13. The Arya Darpan, of the 8th January, thinks that it is a question 
whether the English went to Burmah for 
the extension of their empire or for strength- 
ening their pecuniary position. If either of these theories is right, the 
English are in the wrong. The English must have some interest in 
the conquest of Burmah. But what that interest is, is the question. 
If they have gone to Burmah with a good object they will be praised. In 
that case they will have to establish peace in the country, educate its 
people and try to improve their mental and physical qualities. 


14. The Sanjivani, of the 9th January, says that Government has not 


‘ assigned any reason why the war with Burmah 
urmah. : 

was undertaken, and why the kingdom has 
been annexed. If by writing a few lines a country can be annexed, how is 
justice to be respected ? Jord Dufferin has said in connection with the 
imposition of the income-tax that justice is the inhabitant neither of the 


east nor of the west. But what will people think on the subject of Burmah? 
Is justice to be found anywhere in the world ? 


15, The Bangabdsi, of the 9th January, notices that on the first day 


Seuesh of the year 1886 the Viceroy proclaimed 


ae all over the country the commission by the 
British Government of a great crime. If guilt can attach to acts of 


Government, the British Government has on that auspicious day 
incurred a heavy amount of guilt which will tarnish its good 
name. The Viceroy has published under his own signature in a 
proclamation of four lines the intelligence of the annexation of 
Burmah. The writer does not understand whether there is any connec- 
tion between the policy of Government and morality. Learned men say that 
politics has connection with the administration of a country and that morality 
has connection with acts of religious merit, but that morality and politics 
have no connection with each other. This sort of doctrine jars on the 
ears of Hindus. The Viceroy did not raise the question of morality in 
connection with the conquest of Burmah; and hence loyal natives have 
understood that it has nothing todo with that affair. In his speech at 
Agra the Viceroy said that the Burmese question would be settled by taking 


Burmah. 


Burmah. 
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le of both India and Burmah into consideration. 
e +e be 4 ao aaa nothing about the good of either country in the 
But the sine "He has, however, admitted in his speech on the Income-tax 
ew ihe tax has been imposed on the people of India owing to the fear 
og ane and to the Burmese war. The cost of that war will come to 
of —T" 000 during the present year. The Viceroy has admitted that 
- a : apers. will object to the imposition of the tax. But he has 
the ak thn allie that great caution has been exercised in incurring expendi- 
st this connection; and that when the accounts are prepared the 
eaten” t look so heavy as it does at present. 
expenditure will no ( y 
1. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 9th January, says that by one stroke of 
a the pen the Viceroy has deprived the Burmese 
Burmah. people and the Burmese Royal Family of 
their independence, in spite of the well-meaning, unanimous and dis- 
‘aterested opposition of the native press. Lord Dallfousie made several such 
annexations with what consequence is well known to everybody. The English 
merchants are entering Burmah with great joy, but the writer trembles at 
the thought of the future of that country which appears to be very dark. 7 

17. The same paper says that in his speech in the Legislative Council 
the Viceroy has attempted to explain tke causes 
which led to the annexation of Burmah. He 
has said that the English nation demanded annexation. But, says the 
writer, it may have been demanded by some greedy newspapers like the 
Times ; but Mr. Bright, one of Lord Dufferin’s own party, is certainly opposed 
to it. Lord Dufferin seems to think that the opposition of the native press 
had its origin in the apprehension of the costs of the Burmese war. The 
writer says that that may be one of the causes of the opposition, but certainly 
not the sole cause. Lord Dufferin has not read the remonstrances of that 
press with care. Itis afraid that the annexation will bring on danger 
to Government and to the people. Lord Dufferin hints in his speech that 
Burmah has been annexed for some higher reason. But the writer cannot 
comprehend what that higher reason is. Lord Dufferin says that Thee- 
baw was foolish enough to quarrel with the English. But, says the writer, 
‘Theebaw was indeed foolish and was to blame. But why deprive his family 
of their possessions and his people of their independence ? 

18. The Sulabh Samachar, of the 9th January, says that though the 
English are lions yet they are beasts. They 
have not conquered Burmah in obedience 
to the wishes of God, but in obedience to the promptings of their 
owo hearts. They will not shrink from enhancing their revenues by 
encouraging drunkenness. The people of that country will become more 
and more sensual. The English will look only to their own interests, 
and not to the interests of those they rule. They will monopolize all 
high appointments, giving only bare sustenance to the people. The 
English have many high qualities, but they are not gods. When they 
have made themselves rulers of Burmah, they should not look to anything 


else except to the good of the Burmese people. The English ought to 
understand the responsibilities of their position. 


19. The Sddhdrani, of the 10th January, says that the sudden annexa- 


SE Da tion of Burmah is very astonishing. It is 

: impossible to think without shuddering of 
the change in the fate of the Burmese by Lord Dufferin’s short proclamation. 
he Viceroy has said that it was to be expected that Indians who can- 
not see all sides of an important question would oppose the annexa- 
wan of Burmah : this is true. It is not possible for Indians to under- 
‘tand English policy. Lord Dufferin has assured Indians that they will 
hot have to defray the expenses of the administration of Burmah. But 
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the writer cannot but fear that India will have to do so for some time. 
Taxes will not probably soon be regularly collected from the Burmese. 
England has in a maaoner challenged Russia to war by occupying Khelat, 
She has now also challenged France and China to war by occupying 
Burmah. Indians are uneasy owing to these apprehensions. Indians may 
be reassured, if Burmah be converted into a separate State without any 
connection with India. 


20. The same paper says that the real object of occupying Burmah 
is to obtain men and money for the 
carrying on of a war with Russia, which 
the English Government knows is inevitable. Men do not now show much 
eagerness to enlist as soldiersin India. Such was the case immediately before 
the mutiny. Had not the Punjab been annexed, the mutiny could not have 
been quelled. Proposals are also being made for the annexation of Nepal 
with a view to obtain brave and hardy Goorkha troops. The English are also 
anxious to annex Kashmir, sojourn in which will be more pleasant 
than sojourn elsewhere, especially: as it is not improbable that the 
Russians may come through Ladak and enter into relations with its heathen 
Rajah. Such policy should be followed when great powers fight against 
one another. 


91. The Dacca Prakash, of the 10th January, says that a proclama- 
tion of four lines deprived Burmah of its 
... independence. Lord Dufferin has completed 
what was left incomplete by Lord Dalhousie. The writer asks the 
people to place this proclamation side by side with the proclamation of 1858 
and to compare them. The writer implores Lord Dufferin not to establish 
in Burmah the severe rule which obtains in India, and not to bring about 
famine in that country by introducing a costly administration. He 
should not leave the government of the country to the Anglo-Indians, 
civilians and the Bombay and Burmah Trading Corporation, at whose in- 
stigation he has committed this crime. 


22. The Navavibhdkar, of the 11th January, asks that when Lord 
Dufferin said that Indians were condemning 
the Burmese war because they did not know 
the true reason for it, should he not have enlightened Indians as to the 
true cause of the war ? Indians will have to pay the whole of the expenses 
of the war. England will reap the benefit derived from the war. 
Lord Dufferin has enlightened the English people as to the true 
cause of the war and kept the Indian people in the dark as to the 
matter. From this it is evident whether the Viceroy values and trusts 
the English or the Indian people more. Natives have understood that 
it is the policy of Lord Dufferin to satisfy the English people. The 
Viceroy has said that as a general rule it is not advisable to increase either 
the political or the financial responsibilities of India. Lord Dufferin was 
not able to say that the annexation of Burmah had become indispen- 
sable to the maintenance of British rule in India. Should Burmah 
have been annexed merely because the Burmese King had dissatisfied 
the English merchants? Did the Burmese Government foment 
sedition among the people in British Burmah, or did it attack them? The 
Viceroy has said that the annexation of Burmah has not displeased the 
Burmese. If the Burmese are not displeased, why is there so much preval- 
ence of dacoity and incendiarism, and why has again General Prendergast said 
that 5,000 troops will be necessary for restoring order in the country? 
Burmah has been annexed for the satisfaction of the English merchants. 
Let the English merchants assume the administration of the country. The 
recommendation of the National Congress held at Bombay, that the combined 
Upper and British Burmah should be converted into a crown colofly instead 
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Burmah. 
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of being made a part of India, is eminently just. This arrangement will 
‘al both to England and to Burmah. 
be heneficia 7 2 J that 
93. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the llth January, says tha 
Mr. Bernard, the Chief Commissioner of 
British Burmah, is reported to have caused 
one of the leading native Burmese officials to be publicly flogged for 
having shown rudeness to the Captain of an English ship. Many people 
will probably be startled at the intelligence, and ask why an exalted 
and virtaous official like Mr. Bernard has inflicted this punish- 
ment upoa a high native official in Burmah for an offence which 
British justice usually punishes lightly. Those that ask this question do 
not probably know that Mr. Bernard has in this instance but followed 
the course that is usually followed by Bnglish officials when they set 
themselves the task of conferring the blessings of British rule upon 
a savage and disorganized State, and of delivering its people from 
the hands of a cruel ruler. The cause for which Mr. Bernard has 
directed the infliction of this punishment was precisely that for which 
| ‘Warren Hastings killed Nundcoomar. A nation cannot become fit to receive 
the benefits of British rule, until it has lost its patriotism, nationality and 
spiritedness.) The Burmese whose country has been annexed have not 
probably as yet lost these qualities, and this cannot surely be gratifying to 
the authorities. So long as the Burmese retain these characteristics, it will 
be difficult for Englishmen either to extend good administration to Upper 
Burmah or to civilize its an If, therefore, Mr. Bernard has shown 
any cruelty in the instance under notice with a view to destroy the sense 
of independence among the Burmese, his action can only cause annoyance 
to those who have not tasted the sweets of British rule or are incapable of 
appreciating tie disinterestedness of English officials. The good motives 
of Mr. Bernard’s action will be pereeived by after generations of the 
Burmese just as the people of India are now realizing the good motives 
which actuated Warren Llastings to kill Nundcoomar, The editor then 
proceeds to speculate on the motives which may have actuated Mr. Bernard 
in directing the flogging of the Burmese official referred to. It is thought 
that the object may have been. to goad the Burmese to rebellion, so that 
the British army may find an opportunity of showing its martial skill by 
putting them down, and of thus fulfilling the expectations which were 
disappointed when Upper Burmah wag occupied without bloodshed. 
Another object may have been to accustom the British army, which has 
been gradually losing its cruel and blood-thirsty character for want of 
military operations and which may sooner or later be called upon to fight 
with the Russians, to scenes of bloodshed and cruelty. The next supposition 
made is that Mr. Bernard’s action. was intended to cause a rebellion and 
thus furnish room for the gratification of the blood-thirsty instinct of many 
Englishmen, who are not pleased with the quiet manner in which Govern- 
ment has occupied Upper Burmah. A general rising in Burmah may also 
probably be desired, inasmuch as it will afford Government an opportunity 
of crushing all independence out of the Burmese and of making them fit to 
receive the benefits of British rule, 
“4. The Som Prakash, of the 11th January, notices that Lord Dufferin 
cus in his speech in the Legislative Council has said 
moe that the British nation is in favour of the annex- 
are , gee ~ ppc does not think that the Viceroy was justified in 
he - a ae 8 ron, pesnion of Mr. Bri ht on the subject of that 
Papers are oppo rer the senenatian wgunraes te find. tha She. native 
i wake re o the annexation, and he assures them that the cost of 
; which alone they feel themselves concerned, will not be much. 
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He has said that these papers do not know all the facts of the cage 
But, says the writer, the Viceroy has to thank himself for the ignorance of 
the native papers. The writer says that the opposition of the native preg 
is not to be accounted for merely by their apprehensions of the cost of the 
war, because the waste of Rs. 30,00,000 is not of much account under g 
notoriously wasteful administration. The native press 1s loyal and always 
speaks out what it thinks to be for the good of the Government. The 
Viceroy has said that the annexation will be profitable. But the writer ig of 
opinion that Lord Dufferin has not done wel] by taking Upper Burmah., | [f 
Theebaw was guilty, he should have been dethroned. What crime has the 
Royal Family or the Burmese people done to deserve the deprivation of 
their independence ? 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a)— Police. 


95. The Sddhdrant, of the 10th January, says that so long as 
educated gentlemen on high salaries are not 
appointed to the lower posts in the police 
service, police oppressions in the mofussil will not cease. That the police 
can commit oppression in the mofussil is due to the following reasons :— 
the ignorance of the people, the undue alliance of the police with power. 
ful persons in the village, the inability of persons wronged by the police 
to institute suits against it owing to poverty, want of sympathy and 
unity among the respectable men, the large number of dependants on 
rich men, the non-existence of a committee of arbitration, and the sale 
of justice by Government at high price. Now the Rent Act is being 
enforced in the mofussil. Now quarrels will break out between the ryots 
and the zemindars. Unless the lower department of the police is reformed, 
the ryots will not derive any advantage from the Act. 


(b)— Working of the courts. 


96. The Bharat Mihir, of = 7th January, says that Government 
i i ia is about to grant a retiring pension to Sir 
the Calcutta High —" —" Richard Garth even ‘tg hw expiry of 
the full term of his office, because to grant him leave for the remaining 
portion of the term would necessitate the appointment of Mr. Justice Mitter 
as acting Chief Justice, a contingency which is not agreeable to the 
authorities. Lord Dufferin is in various ways becoming unpopular with 
natives, and itis noteasy to say what may be the ultimate result of his 
tortuous diplomacy. | 
27. The Bangabdst, of the he January, ae that the oppression of 
| aie civilians is gradually becoming intolerable. 
Oe ees eee The attitude 7 Mr. Currie in A Bis with 
the Burdwan case was exposed the other day. But the Statesman says 
that the Magistrate of Midnapore too was implicated in that case. He too, 
it is said, tried to assist the Court of Wards. The oppression of civilians 
does not come to an end even though the High Court criticize their illegal 
proceedings, and why should it come to anend? Nobody is punished for 
his wrong-doing. Government never listens to anything. ‘ithe civilians 
do what they please in this country which they consider their play-ground. 
28. The Sanjivani, of the 9th January, says that the decision of the 
Baboo Kedar Nath Basu and Mr, case against Baboo Kedar Nath Basu is likely 
Anderson. to take a long time. The writer thinks thas 
the union of the executive and judicial functions in the hands of one 
and the same person is creating great mischief. It interferes with the 
security of the people. The Magistrate has been empowered by section 191 
of the Criminal Procedure Code to~ bring persons to justice without aby 


Reformation of the police. 


[= 3 


) t it is not good that the accused person should be tried by 
complaint of the ssi. The present case shows what sort of mischief 
i ' before such a subordinate is likely to produce. Mr. Ferrar is known to 
“ ‘ust and impartial judicial officer. But even his proceedings in this 
: ng oo created great apprehension in the minds of men. The writer does 
as to say that Mr. Ferrar is wilfully throwing difficulties in the way 


of a fair trial of the case, but in many iustances people do not understand 


the extent of the influence of their own weakness. The list of witnesses for 
the prosecution was not prepared in due time, and so the case was p: stponed 
fom the 9th to the 16th December. The depositions of other witnesses were 
taken after those of the witnesses of the first list had been finished. 
Mr. Ferrar pressed the defendant to give the list of his witnesses 
on Monday. This is not in unison with the spirit of the law 
which says that let ten guilty persons escape, but let no innocent 
person receive punishment. The writer does not mean to say that 
Mr. Ferrar will do injustice, but that such proceedings on his part are likely 
to throw obstacles in the way of the accused in getting impartial justice. 
Mr. Anderson did not do well to institute this case without enquiring 
whether Baboo Shibkrishna Chowdri would consent to prosecute the 
accused, for the High Court has ruled that the Magistrate should not 
undertake a prosecution unless the man who has a right to prosecute is himself 
unwilling or unable to do so. The accused isnot on good terms with 
| Mr. Anderson. Mr. Anderson will be glad if the accused gets punishment, 
and so he does not care how much of public revenue is spent for this purpose. 
If the accused is not punished he is sure to be greatly harrassed, and the 
Magistrate is doing his best to harrass the man with the assistance of the 
Police. Mr. Anderson said to a friend of Babu Kedar Nath in the 
presence of the District Engineer that if the accused did not engage 
good pleaders, he also would not engage good pleaders. The promise was 
kept for a certain number of days, but recently the Government Pleader 
has been engaged ou behalf of the prosecution. The writer hopes that 
those who hate such proceedings and want to save their country- 
men from the oppression of civilians will come forward with large sub- 
scriptions to enable the Babu to obtain impartial justice. 

29. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 11th January, notices the 


cs case of one Mr. Henry, a tea planter of Cachar, 
uropea lante f : : 
“waa Cachar who was recently sent up by the police on the 


es charge of having killed acoolie. The Deputy 
Commissioner let off the accused with a fine of Rs. 100 only, but sub- 


sequently referred the case tothe High Court for its opinion. The High 
Court has directed the trial of the accused at the ensuing sessions at 
Cachar, and has in the meanwhile ordered his enlargement on bail. 


ould similar concession, asks the writer, have been made to a native 
accused placed in similar circumstances ? 


(d)— Education. 


80. The Pratikdr, of the lst J anuary, says that the time for holding 
The Vice-Chancellor’s speech. the University examinations should be fixed in 


to th the monthof Falgun. This time is best suited 
: * requirements of the country. This is the time when people keep good 
ealth. The editor also thinks that the bifurcation of studies in the 


‘A. course is an improvement. Mr. Ilbert has prai inc! 
. Mr. aised the principle of bifur- 
cation. Students are under this s ’ 4 : fo 


. stem able to tak th 
which they have peculiar ath og a ee eee 


31. A correspondent of the Education Gazette, of the 8th January, says 
Pay of the citcle pundits. that the salary of circle pundits of Satkbira in 
Khulna is only Rs. 15 a month, and yet they 

onth. The writer, who is also a circle pundit, 
mber even on the 25th of December. This is 


do not get their salar 
( . y every m 
did not get his pay for Septe 
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very hard for those who live on Rs. 15 a month. The writer was under 
the impression that European Inspectors did not understand the hardship 
of poor native pundits, He now implores the distinguished native gentle. 
man, who fills the position of the Inspector of Schools of the Presidency 
ircle, to take pity on them. 
noes The Vavavibhdkar, of the llth January, complains that Goy- 
P ‘ture upon the ernment has not in its Resolution on the 
educotion of natives and of Buropeans report of the Dhirector of Public Instruction 
ee stated the amount that is spent for each 
native and European or Eurasian student and the share contributed by 
Government in each case. Natives believe that (Government is not 0 
liberal in the matter of the education of natives as it is in that of Europeans 
and Kurasians. 
33. The Urdu Guide, of the 12th January, in noticing the speech of 
The Lieutenant-Governor at the the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal at the 
Madrassa. Calcutta Madrassa expresses its regret that 
after so many applications from the leaders of the Mahomedan communit 
for the encouragement of Mahomedan education, Government instead of 
doing anything has remained content with merely publishing a resolution. 
34. The Urdu Guide, of the 13th January, says that the real cause 


: of the degeneracy of the Mahomedans is their 
Mahomedan education. 


poverty which compels them to earn money 
much earlier in life than the Hindus. But instead of enquiring into this 


cause and trying to remove it, people blame the Mahomedans for their 
idleness, and soon. This is much to be regretted. 


39. The Urdu Guide, of the 14th January, says that the speech of 
Sir Rivers Thompson’s speech at the the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal on the 


Madrasea. occasion of the distribution of prizes at the 
Calcutta Madrassa is disappointing to the Mahomedans. It is a matter 


of great regret that the Lieutenant-Governor is likely to become as much 


unpopular with Mahomedans as he has become with the Hindus. The only 
complaint against Government is that it does not look to the grievances 
of the people with the eyes of the people. Every word of the Lieutenant- 
Governor's speech shows that he is labouring under some wrong impression. 
The Mahomedans demanded nothing more than what was due to them. 
It is true that the rulers should see all their subjects with an equal eye, 


but this principle is never carried into effect. His Honor has admitted 
that those Mahomedans who have received good education have received 
yood appointments. This shows that they are not averse to receiving 
education, and also that their poverty prevents their receiving it. When 
the education of Europeans and Eurasians has been separately provided for, 
why should not the same thing be done for the Mahomedans also? The 
Mahomedans will be glad if the recommendations of the Education Com- 
mission on the subject of their education are carried into effect, and they 
will be glad to know from His Honor what steps have been taken to carry 
them out. His Honor has not made the least mention of these recommen- 
dations, from which fact the writer infers that they are not in accordance with 
his views. The Mahomedans have done all in their power to improve 
their condition, which in the opinion of all rightminded men is wretched 
indeed. They have not succeeded in their endeavours, and so they have 


asked the assistance of Government. But Government sticks to its ow2 
determination. 


(v)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


36. The Maravibhdkar, of the 11th January, refers to the 


proposal 
Nomination of Commissioners forthe Of the Committee appointed for suggesting 
Calcutta Municipality. 


arrangements for the conduct of affairs of the 
amalgamated Calcatta and Suburban Municipality, that there should be 


(= 7 


‘Ci issioners, among whom 50 should be taken 

0 lected Municip which it 18 epee to divide the municipality and 
a4 1 the remaining ten Commissioners four should be selected by the 
8 b ; of Commerce, two each by the Mussulman Literary Society and 
ong National Mahomedan Association, and one by the fellows and one 
age : -aduates of the Calcutta University. The writer objects to these 
fe aii which are based on considerations of race. General elec- 
age ae depend upon the merits of candidates. If members are to be 
or the Trades’ Association and the Mussulman Association, why should 
r the Indian and British Indian Associations and the Indian Union also 
sal their representatives ? The writer does not also approve of the arrange- 
aa proposed by Mr. Harrisoa that Government should appoint Commis- 
sioners to represent Hindu, Mussulman, European and Kurasian Associations 
as itis inasmuch more completely based on race considerations. Mr. Harrison 
has proposed this arrangement for the well-being of self-government. The writer 
also protests against the arrangement for the same reason. It is both natural 
and proper that the majority of the Municipal Commissioners of Calcutta 
should be Hindus. ‘The number of Mussulmans and Englishmen and Kura- 
sians in Calcutta is far less than thatof Hindus. The number of Mussulmans 
is only 27 per cent., and that of Europeans and Hurasians only 6 per cent. 
among the population of Calcutta. There are alsofew educated men among 
-Rurasians and Mussulmans. A comparison between the results of the 
last election and of that which preceded it shows that the number 
of European and Eurasian Commissioners is the same, and that 
while the number of Hindu Commissioners has decreased by three, the 
| number of Mussulman Commissioners has increased by that number. Thus 
when the results of the election are becoming more and more satisfactory, 
the number of elected Commissioners should be increased. The writer 
is of opinion that the interests of self-government require that the number 
of elected Commissioners should be raised to 60, and that only 20 or 15 
Commissioners should be nominated. Mr. Harrison fears that if the number 
of nominated Commissioners be reduced the interests of all communities 
will not be properly attended to. The writer has shown that the number of 
Commissioners belonging to the different communities bears nearly that 
proportion to each other which they should bear. That the number of 
English merchants among the Municipal Commissioners is very small is due 


to the fact that the rate-payers like the English officials better than they 
do the English merchants. 


SaMVaD PRABHAKAR, 


37. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 14th J anuary, 1s Opposed to the 

: ’ : Jan. 14th, 1886, 
The amalgamation of Calcutta and scheme of the amalgamation of the Suburbs 
e Suburbs. with Calcutta. Neither Government nor the 


Amalgamation Committee, nor those who are for the amalgamation, 


have been able to give a satisfactory reason for adopting the 
measure. ‘The reason appears to be that Sir Rivers Thompson wills 


it. The reason assiened is ludicrous, namel that certain porti 
y Ons 
of the Suburbs / 4 


the h being in an insanitary condition are likely to affect 
@ health of the town. But people say that the outskirts of the new metro- 


; 7 equally insanitary condition and affect its health, 
an Ry Government wili have gradually to include the whole of Bengal 
in the metropous. The real reason is that many European gentlemen inhabit 


the southern portions of the Suburbs. T 
| . Ivey do not get the benefit of 
848 light, filtered water and the drainage ' ' 


| of Calcutta. They have com- 
— of their hardship, and the Lieutenant-Governor wills it that the 


$ shall be amalgamated. If this were not the r ite 
Pore and Cossipore be | oP Bos Soe Foeecn, why wows tit 


titeny e left out of the amalgamation scheme? Are not these 
$10 a very insanitary condition? When Sir Rivers Thompson has 


polis will remain in an 
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willed it, it must be done even if the whole world were to stand against it, 
The writer is afraid that the axe will be laid at the root of Self-Government 
in connection with the amalgamation scheme. The Lieutenant-Governo, 
already complains that the Commissioners cannot do their sanitary work 
properly ; but when seven more wards will be added to their charge, they wil 
certainly be in no position to do their work better. The people, the Commis. 
sioners, the Amalgamation Committee, and Government all are unanimous 
in saying that there are no funds sufficient for carrying out all the improve. 
ments of the town, and that new sources of revenue are to be discovered, 
Unless Government grants money, sufficient funds will not be forthcoming 
from any other quarter, and so after the amalgamation the Commissioner; 
will be set down as worthless men, because for want of funds they will not be 
able to do anything, and the Suburbs will remain in their present Insanitary 
condition. The question is one of funds. If these be forthcoming, maby 
sanitary improvements can be made by the Commissioners. The Committee 
has said that the amalgamation should be effected after making arrange: 
ments for getting an increased municipal revenue. Government will not 
he able to give the Commissioners any help. It will only press them to 
increase the rates. The Pioneer says that Government will not even advance 
them money without interest. But even with the proceeds of an increased 


taxation, the Commissioners will not have sufficient funds to meet the cost 
of the amalgamated municipality. 


( f )— Questions affecting the land. 


88. The Pratikdr, of the lst January, says that the attitude of the 


| Court of Wards and of the Magistrate of 
ee Cuttack towards the old Maharani of Burdwan 
is simply hateful. Everyone is under the impression that the Maharani 
is the proprietress of the zemindari of Killa Kujang. The authorities 
have acted illegally in order to deprive her of her property. The agents 
of the Maharani were not allowed to collect rents which were collected 
by the Court of Wards by force. Will these acts of despotism increase the 
prestige of the Government? The raiyats will never prosper until tie 

attention of Government is directed to these proceedings. 
39. The Bhdrat Basi, of the 7th January, hears that a new Rent 


2 et Ot law will soon be introduced in Oudh. The 


end of the Bengal Tenancy Bill has filled 
the minds of both the talukdars and the raiyats of Oudh with alarm. 


The writer hopes that Lord Dufferin will try to make the Oudh Rent Bill 
suited to the requirements of the classes interested in land. 
40. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 11th January, contains 
Changes produced by the operation letter, the writer of which points out sone 
te es oe of the inconveniences to which the zemindat 
and the ryot alike have been put owing to the introduction of the Tenancy 
Act. In the first place, great difficulty is being experienced in filling u} 
the column in the form of the rent receipt in which the quantity of land 
held by the ryot is to be entered, because in many instances the informa 
tion could only be had after making a survey which would involve both 
time and expense. In the second place, difficulty is felt in instituting suits 
lor arrears of rent, Such suits cannot be instituted unless the plaintif 
13 In a position to specify the boundaries, and this cannot be done until the 
boundaries have been ascertained by means of actual survey. In the third 
place, there is great difficulty in the execution of decrees, In this connectics 
the provision that property will be first sold subject to incumbrances will mabe 
both landlord and tenant losers, because low prices will be obtained, and thu: 


while the zemindar will not be able to realize his dues in full, the tenan 
labilities will continue undiminished. 


[ww 


(9) Railways and communications including canals and irrigation. 
J _—__ 


4]. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the Sth January, is sorrv to observe that Bveowas Saxsvan, 


, ., the South. the authorities of the South-Hastern Railway 

vee wey have resolved not to.provide separate carriages 

agen females. Under the present arrangement men and women will 

. ip wer together in the same compartment. The writer hopes that 
the Railway authorities will direct their attention to this matter. 


Jan. 5th, 1886. 


, bs B SanJIVART!. 
49, A correspondent of the same paper complains of tne wretched cons 2U2>¥4" °48 
bd @ 


dition of the road at Jotnaraip in the village of 
The road at Bor. Bor owing to the rae of — goer 
nav the road cess annually, but they derive no benefit 1n return. 
- aA corteepenins of the Dainik, of the 138th January, says that the 
A road oe Baduria to Masland- construction of a road from Baduria to the 
pore. Maslandpore station on the Central Bengal 
ine has become absolutely necessary. Permission has been given from the 
Ist of January for the conveyance of goods by that railway. But no one 
can bring these to the station for want of good roads. The road through 
Gaur Banga is in a very bad state of repairs, and so the merchants of 
Baduria are not in a position to carry their goods to Maslandpore. The 
writer thinks that there should be a railway or a tramway from Baduria to 
Maslandpore, and a steamer service should be introduced between Baduria and 
Kaliganj oid Taki. This will enable the people of Basirhat and Satkhira to 
obtain the advantage of both the steamer service and of the railway liae. 


(h)— General. 


4t, The Pratikdr, of the lst January, thinks that Sir Rivers Thompson 

The removal of the Courts of takes pride in his unpopularity and acts just 

Cuttack. as he pleases. It appears that he is deter- 

mined not to listen to the complaints of the public. During his recent visit 

to Cuttack he ordered the transfer of the local Courts to a distance simply 

for the convenience of the European officials, regardless of the inconvenience 
and hardship of the suitors. 


49. The Nava Medint, of the 1st January, says that in the year 1885 
ee the people of India tried to obtain the pri- 
. vileze of enrolment as volunteers. The 
Viceroy has as yet done nothing about granting them that privilege. The 
writer 1s sorry that the English do not understand the good of their 
empire. ‘ney are spending large sums in Cabul, but they cannot make their 

position strong by giving their just rights to the people of India and ceasin 
to make distinction between the black and the white, During the year 1885 
Sit Rivers Thompson saw the wretchedness of the people suffering from the 
effects of floods, famines and earthquakes, but he did not do much to relieve 
their distress. The Viceroy was busy with the Russian affair, and so he could 
not do much. But he has given a judgeship to Pandit Ramnarain in Lahore, 
and he has returned the Fort of Gwalior to Scindia. Lady Dufferin has 
established a National Association for supplying female medical aid to the 
women of India. Tne native princes are contributing largely to the Countess 
of Dufferin’s Fund. Her Excellency is trying to supply a crying want of the 
poopie. The annexation of Burmah is an unrighteous measure. The Burmese 
lave done nothing to deserve subjection to a foreign yoke. The people should 
“ be punished for the crime of their King. The extension of the empire 
> creases the apprehensions of danger. Tne English merchants who have been 

© cause of the Burmese war are likely to pick a quarrel with China too. 

46. The Sahachar, of ‘the 6th J anuary, says that there is no conti- 
ee nuity of policy in the Indian Financial 
dians for autonomy. ©" % 12- Department. Sir'Evelyn Baring declared that 
if fresh taxation became necessary the salt 
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duties would be increased. But his successor Sir Auckland Colvin is going 
to impose an income-tax. The income-tax has been repeatedly imposed 
and abolished in this country. Natives consider those who try to pry into 
their secret affairs as enemies. But the greatest objection to an income. 
tax is that the people are poor and without capital. Sir Auckland 
Colvin has been obliged ‘to admit that a great error has been mare 
in abolishing the cotton duties. The statement that the abolition of those 
duties has made cloth cheaper is a pure falsehood. On the contrary singe 
the abolition of those duties cloths of short size and inferior texture have 
been exported. Sir Auckland Colvin surely knew that nobody would 
believe that Government hag abolished those duties for the good of the 
Indian poor, and that everybody knows that Government has abolished 
them for the satisfaction of the Manchester merchants. It is very dis. 
graceful that neither the Liberals nor the Conservatives venture to reimpose 
those duties. The loss sustained by the abolition of the cotton duties 
may be compensated by the raising of the salt duties. But Government js 
not willing to do so for the sake of principle. It is urged that as salt is not 
an article that can be consumed to a very large extent by anybody, the increase 
of those salt duties will exempt wealthy persons from an adequate share of 
taxation. But those who say this do not consider that a rich man who 
has more dishes served on his table, and who has a larger number of persons 
than a poor man to maintain must consume a larger quantity of salt than the 
latter. The increase in the number of English troops is a foolish act, 
Russia will no more be alarmed at this increase in the number of English 
troops and the review at Umballa than she was at the transport of 
Indian sepoys to Malta. Russia will not invade India without adequate § 
preparation. She invaded Turkey with 500,000 troops; she will not invade | 
India with a lesser number of troops. So long as a railway to Herat is 
not constructed Russia will not advance towards India. The writer can- 
not perceive the wisdom of the policy of imposing fresh burdens upon India 
before that time. Considering that the people will not be dissatisfied at the 
increase of the salt tax, Sir Auckland Colvin need not hesitate to increase that 
tax. It is an error to expect any good from the ruler who increases the burden 
of taxation by wasting money. England is granting autonomy to Ireland. 
Let the people of India while owning allegiance to the Queen unanimously 
ask for autonomy in order that they may exercise control over taxation and 
expenditure. England will be obliged to grant the united prayer of 300 
millions of Indians. 
SAHACHAR, 47, The same paper says that from the acts of Lord Lytton Indians 
Jan, Gth, 1896. | | thought that they could not hope anything 
ce undia and the Liberals and the Con- from the Conservative party. For this reason 
they hailed the accession of the Liberal party 
to power with enthusiastic joy. But their hopes from Mr. Gladstone’s ministry 
have not been fulfilled. The Liberal ministry was fully occupied with home 
and Egyptian affairs. Lord Ripon could not do much for India, because his 
hands were tied by the Liberal ministry and Parliament. The Conservative 
ministry are this time saying that they will do good to India. Lord Ran- 
dolph Churchill has said that he will devote his attention to the internal 
improvement of India. But the writer does not know to what extent that 
promise will be fulfilled. Jt isa matter of regret that many of the candi- 
dates for Parliamentary election who have a clear knowledge of India 
and are truly interested in it have not been elected. 
Sattacnan, 48. The same paper is very glad that several officials are trying 


revive the extinct silk industry of this pro 
vince. 


ie A 49. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 7th January, says that if Government 


Jan sth, LSs6, . . : ; 
; Reduction of expenditure. ee. really an earnes t in the matter of making 
reduction of public expenditure, it shoul 
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ries of its highly paid officials instead of apply- 
proceed 0 ere Byres ort nies 5 and to the small emoluments 
ing ; : ials. 
enjoyed by Ms So ae that if Government cannot do without poe igen 
| resorting to fresh taxation, an income-tax ni td ar 
The income-tax. would be pte "o ng objectionable 
. it is extremely objectionable to impose any new 
~ ‘ pe ag Set Dufferin’s stented justification of the pro- 
nok eh.sie ‘n connection with the need of erecting fortifications on the 
ee cues frontier of India is far from satisfactory. There would 
Nort : een no need of imposing a new tax at this moment, had not 
he snment indulged in wasteful expenditure to gratify its unjust desire 
‘~ ar. For that expenditure the British Government and the highly 
for 1 officials are responsible, and in justice they alone should be made 
io make it good. Why should the people of India be made to pay for 
what they are not responsible? The Editor fears that the salt duties 
‘ll be again increased. There will be great injustice if that is done. _ 
2 El. The Bhdrat Mitra, of the 7th January, disapproves of the im- _ — 
position of an income-tax in India. The “°° 
English have benefited their countrymen 
by abolishing the import duties, and the poor starving people of India 
must find money for the expenses of the State. The writer thinks that 
these duties should have been reimposed instead of imposing an 
oour’y The Surabhi and Patakd, of the 7th January, says that the inhabi- Svsasat & Pataxa, 


1 oo eu Jan. 7th, 1886. 
tants of the Punjab are submitting a petition 
Sir Charles Aitchison. re) 


for the extension of the term of office of Sir 
Charles Aitchison. Sir Charles is really a liberal-hearted man and a friend 


of natives. He has appointed Lala Gurusahay Mal, Assistant Secre- 
tary under the Punjab Government. But the very opposite policy has 


been followed in Bengal. Here natives have been deprived of the office of 
Assistant Secretary. 


53. The same paper says that the officials who have been the advocateg SuRasst & Pataxa. 


3 of the Burmese war and military operations in 
The income-tax. 


Afghanistan will not be able to refuse to pay 
the income-tax. As the tax will be collected from educated men, there is 


no apprehension of oppression. The tax will also by touching the pockets of 
Enclish officials lead them to make efforts for reduction of expenditure. 
04. The Rungpore Dik Prakdsh, of the 7th January, says that the Roxarons Dik 
ail: natives of India will not be allowed, it seems, 3 


an. 7th, 1886. 
to eat even a few morsels of rice. They are 
already overtaxed, and Government wants to impose an income-tax to meet 
an additional expenditure incurred for fear of Russia. The income of 


the people of India is small; they cannot bear an income-tax like 
- the people of England. Discontent will prevail if that tax is imposed. 


@ license-tax is being realised from men, 25 per cent. of whom 


should not be assessed with the tax at all. They get no redress for their 


prievances. The realisation of the income-tax will equally become a 
source of oppression. 


D0. 


The income-tax. 


The Arya Darpan, of the 8th January, says that the condition of pein cin 
The income-tax, Indians is not suitable for the imposition of — 


any direct tax. Direct tax 
The writer does not approve of the imposition 
he The Anglo-Indian population do not contribute 
ra ing to the expenses of the State. This isnot good. If the income- 
: S Imposed, the English will not be able to escape. And so the writer 
te the income-tax which is likely to do justice in the matter of tax- 


; will produce oppres- 
S10 and create discontent. ’ Lm 


ol a direct tax in India. 
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BuaRaT Basi. 


the country. The writer will be glad if the cotton duties are re-imposed, 


ee 


56. The Uchit Vaktd, of the 8th January, says that India is not ing 
condition to bear direct taxation. So the 


The income-tax. imposition of the income-tax is likely to ruin 


57. ‘he Bheri, of the 8th January, says that people expected much 
is a from Lord Dufferin, and he too gave then 
bene tsa grid hopes. But what has he done in the 
course of a year? He was indeed busy with the Afghan frontier affair, anq 
so he had no leisure to attend to other things. If so, how did he ruin 
Burmah for a merchant of England ? How did he send an ambassador to 
China? He had leisure for these things. He had no leisure only to 
attend to the prayers of poor Indians. A statesman is not likely to be igno- 
rant of the fact that if the ruler is unmindful of the sufferings of his 
subjects, how greatly the feelings of these are wounded. If he does not 
understand that the natives are very sorry for his neglect, it is their misfor. 
tune. 


58. The Bhdrat Bast, of the 9th January, says that the name of in. 
come-tax sends a thrill of horror in the mind. 
The writer opposed the measure, because he 
was afraid that the operation ofthe tax would create as much oppression 
as it did last time. But from what has fallen from the mouth of the 
finance minister, the present measure seems to be altogether different from 
the last one. 


The income-tax. 


Now the question is why is this tax being imposed? Govern- 
ment has been obliged to spend large sums of money for two occurrences 
over which they had no control. First, the fall in- the price of silver for 
which it is losing four to five crores a year. Second, the difficulties out- 
side of India. Russia is advancing gradually nearer and nearer to India. A 
war with that power had very nearly broken out at the time of the de- 
limitation of the Afghan frontier, The English Government spent six crores 
of rupees in the preparation of war at that time. The Government of 
India too had to make preparations. Attempt is being made to strengthen 
the frontier defences of the Empire. Over and above all these there is the 
Burmese question. Government has no money to meet the expenditure for 
all these things. So it cannot help imposing a new tax. But, says the 
writer, Government can easily reduce much of its wasteful expenditure. It 
spends for the maintenance of 3 lakhs of soldiers, what suffices in Europe 
to maintain 12 lakhs. It pays its officers at a rate much higher than that 
of any other country in the world. It sends 20 crores to England for which 
it cannot even ask an account. Considerable savings can be effected under 
all these heads of expenditure. Mucn can also be done by making Indian 
payments in England in silver. The writer approves of the scheme of taxation 
propounded by the Viceroy in which he wants not to put any more burden 
on the poor who pay the g-eater part of the taxation of the country. For 
this reason he does not like to enhance the salt tax. But from the attitude 
of Government the writer thinks that its sympathy with the poor will be but 
short-lived, for the new tax will not produce more than a crore, and that 
will not satisfy the requirements of Government. Government does not 

like to re-impose the import duties on the pretext that they will press hard 
on the poor. But the real facts are that Government cannot displease 
Manchester, so when the enhancement of the salt tax and the re-im position 


of the import duties are both impossible, there is no other way thao the 
Imposition of an income-tax. 


59. The same paper says that Mr. Cotton should obtain the 


a post of Mr. Mackenzie when the latter goes 
reo to England. But it has not been given to 


teed cv a=—_ Cw a 


given to M 


(ey 


| 7 Mr. Cotton is a friend of natives. The post has been 
hi : SasTeoall though he had no claims to it. Such is justice. 
60 The same paper says that Mr. B. L. Gupta is likely to become 
a permanent judge in a shorttime. The work 


Babu Kisori Mohan Chattorjeo- of the Presidency Magistrate is very hard. 


—— caused by the promotion of Mr. B. L. Gupta should, in the 


. riter, be filled up by Babu Kisori Mohan Chatterjee, Barrister- 
ee an a be able to pot Mt the duties of the Presidency Ma- 

- rate with ability. 
on OT maapibie of the 9th January, quotes the passage in Sir 
: Auckland Colvin’s speech, in which he said 
that when Lord Lytton abolished the cotton 
juties they were bound shortly to be removed under pain of becoming 
, nuisance and danger, and says that it did not understand the meaning 
of the Finance Minister's political economy. Sir Auckland has explained 
his views further. He says that the imposition of the duties will press hard 
on the poor. But in the fervour of eloquence the Minister could not 
suppress the real facts of the case. He says: “‘ How are we to reimpose the 
import duties without putting an excise upon local mills, which are now 80 
numerous and so considerable.” ‘‘ Bravo Sir Auckland for your candour,’ 
says the writer. If these be the real facts, why did he speak of the 
poor? When the mills are becoming numerous the poor are sure to get 
cheap cloth. The factis that the pockets of the Manchester merchants 
must be filled to the full irrespective of what happens to the people of 
India. It is for this reason that he said that the duties would have been 
removed under pain of becoming a nuisance and a danger. This is 
justice and moral courage indeed! Is it for this reason that the Viceroy 
proposed in a vaunting manner to impose an income-tax in the name of 
justice? The writer asks the Viceroy what consideratiors of justice prevented 
his reimposition of the cotton duties. The natives will bear all that 
their rulers may do. They are loyal. They will starve to supply the 
Government treasuries: they will assist their rulers with their life-blood. 
But the time for it has not come. Why then do these rulers disgrace 
themselves by raising the question of the consideration of justice? The 
natives are conquered and trodden under fovt indeed, but they yet have 
the Aryan blood running in their veins. They can discriminate between 
Justice and injustice, The question of the salt duties was raised. The rate 
of these duties was not enhanced lest it should press on the poor. Since the 
reduction of these duties, the consumption of salt has increased. This plainly 
shows that there were people who were not able to use salt which bore a high 
rate of duty, but who are now getting a taste of salt. Under these 
circumstances Government does not like to deprive them of their salt. 
The writer could praise Government for its sympathy with the 
poor if it could promise never to raise the salt duties. But it has not 
been able to make such a promise. An enhancement of the salt duties is 
likely to take place at the time either of a great war or of a great famine. 
So it appears that the sympathy of Government with the poor is only a 
pretext for the imposition of an. income-tax. Government is perfectly 
aware that on the slightest pretext a war may break out with Russia on the 
North-Western Frontier of India. At that time Government will not be 
able to incur the displeasure of influential men by the imposition of an 
Soran and so the poor will have to suffer. Sir Auckland Colvin 
- not admit that the proceeds of the license-tax were constituted a 
isunct fund. He could not call it a famine insurance fund, but only 
- pine Insurance scheme. Whatever Sir Auckland may say the 
C, ses of Lord Lytton are still fresh in the memory of the writer. 

“verament has broken that pledge. It. has deceived the people. The 


The income-tax. 


BHaARaT Bast, 
Jan. 9th, 1885. 


BANGABASI, 
Jan, 9th, 1886. 
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writer will never be able to forget this. Unable to interfere with ties 
taxes, Government has hit upon the expedient of imposing an income-tay. 
Lest people should raise the question of retrenchment, it states that the deficit 
will amount to two crores and ahalf, and it has promised to meet two-third 
of this sum by reduction of expenditure, and the other third is to 
raised by the imposition of an income-tax. This is well to hear, but it jg 
not likely to be carried into practice. The writer would have been glad 
if the Government had published its scheme for reduction. 

Those who have an income of Rs. 500 in the year will be liable to the 
tax. This is very hard. In these days of scarcity, of floods and of droughts 
middle class men pass their days with extreme difficulty. Expenses of 
education and the cost of all sorte of necessaries have increased toa ve 
great extent. A householder cannot manage with Rs. 41 a month. His 
condition will be pitiable indeed if he has to pay an income-tax to Government, 
Government could have easily raised a much larger sum than eighty lakhs 
of rupees if it had acted with a little consideration. Government is anxious 
for Anglo-Indians who get thousands in the year. But it does not say a word 
about the natives whose incomes fall so disproportionately short of those of 
Anglo-Indians. This is a matter of great regret indeed. The writer 
thinks that there is still time to mend and to relieve poor natives of the 
burden of the income-tax. The minimum of taxable income should be 
fixed at Rs. 100 a month, as has been fixed by the Bull in the case of 
Government servants. If there be any loss by fixing the minimum so high, 
that loss can easily be compensated by imposing a higher rate of taxation 
on those who enjoy an income of more than Rs. 12,000 a year. Govern- 
ment appeals to justice in imposing this tax, but how can it impose the 
same rate of tax on one who gets Rs. 167 a month, and also on one who 
gets Rs. 20,000 a month ? 

62. The Sanjivant, of the 9th January, says that the natives of India 

mae are not unwilling to pay taxes for the just 
— expenses of the administration of their country. 
The writer has protested and will always protest against the hateful principle 
that poor people will pay taxes, while the rich are exempted. He would 
rather like that the rich should pay all the taxes and the poor nothing. He 
hates the attempt of Government to tax the people on the one hand and to 
spend the proceeds of the taxes in a lavish manner on the other. Sir 
Auckland Colvin has himself admitted that Lord Ripon sacrificed £ 3,000,000 
in taxes, reduced a portion of the public debts, and yet left a surplus in the 
Treasury. His Lordship did not court war, did not try to cultivate the friend- 
ship of men of whom nothing is known, and did not try to allure men to 
friendship by gaudy shows. He charmed the people of India by his good- 
ness, and so he was not under the necessity of spending large sums of money 
for increasing the strength of the army for fear of foreign invasion. For 
these reasons he was able to reduce taxation without creating financial 
difficulty. Lord Dufferin came to India and the din of war filled the country. 
Without paying any regard to the political strength of India, his Lordship 
devoted himself to the increase of the physical strength of the empire, 250 mil- 
lions of Indians offered their assistance to Government on the advance of 
Russia, but his Lordship, instead of accepting their proffered assistance which 
would have enabled him to defend India with ease avainst the invasions of all 
the nations of the world, threw cold water on their enthusiasm and let the 
people understand that Government suspected them. Government increased 
expenditure without consulting anybody, but it now comes forward to impose 
a new tax for the defence of the Empire. The people are ready to bear the bur- 
den of taxation for the defence of the Empire, but they are unable to pay taxes 
for unrighteous purposes. Government is powerful and the people cannot 
but pay, but their respect for Government will diminish. The writer knows 


ocr 


eae G@ 6&§ &@ awe @ ee fm 8 VS © FF FS TS BOO ll OOD Oe UWL OU Oe OE le 


Rm 4 
Le 


: justice, bu 


( 83 ) 


ent does not care for their respect, but why is it so anxious 
ven physical strength ? Sir Auckland has appealed to the serse of 
or ] cde » 


. if Government respected it, it would never have oppressed poor 
le by the imposition of so many cesses, of the license-tax and of the 

i juty. Sir Auckland has given hopes of aspeedy reduction of expenditure. 
ag arently reassuring. But it will not satisfy the natives. Reduc- 
4 in ie direction only can improve the financial position of the country, 


namely reduction of the salaries of the highly-paid officials. 


When Mr. Gladstone gets only Ks. 50,000 in the year, good men 
from England can be easily induced to serve in India on Rs. 1,00,000 
a year. “The Viceroy’s pay snould therefore be reduced by Rs. 1,50,000. 
If the pay of the officials from the Viceroy downwards be reduced in this 
proportion, the income of Indiais sure to exceed its expenditure by a large 


amount, leaving no necessity for constant taxation. Will India never be 


blessed with a Governor-General who can _ reduce his own pay? 
Lord Dufferin has promised to appoint a Commission to make re- 


trenchments, but the writer hopes that he will set the example by 


reducing his own pay and that he will oblige others to give up their residence 


in the bills by himself giving up residence in the hills. If after the 
reduction of these expenses there is any deficit, the natives of India will 


gladly pay taxes. Lord Dufferin says that justice is an inhabitant neither 
of the east nor of the west. But the question is, does Government itself 
respect justice ? If justice is neither an inhabitant of the east nor of the 
west, why is there in India one set of laws for natives and another for 
Europeans? Why is a distinction of race made in this country? An 
income-tax will be imposed, though the millions of India unanimously 
protest against its imposition. But Government should bear in mind that 
the natives consider the imposition of this tax as unnecessary. Government 
can easily make both ends meet by reducing expenditure. Inspired by a 
consideration of justice, Government asks that when the poor pay why 
should not the rich contribute their share of taxation? Ram is ill, 
why should Shyam remain healthy? Medicines must be administered 
to make his health give way. It is wrong to make the rich pay only 
because the poor pay. ‘The writer would have been glad at the appeal of 
Government to considerations of justice if by taxing the rich it could have 
relieved the poor of the burden of taxation. The natives are not morally bound 
to pay taxes until Government reduces all unnecessary expenses. Physical 
force makes everything possible, and the natives will pay from fear of 


— physical force. It is re-assuring that the Income-tax Bill makes no distinction 


between natives and Europeans. The officers of Government retire 
with large savings without paying anything towards the expenses of the 
empire. This time their pockets too will suffer. This will make the 
imposition of the income-tax a short-lived measure. The writer is sorry to 
notice an instance of partiality in a Bill introduced in the Council with an 
appeal to justice. An income of Rs. 500 will make the possessor of it 
liable to taxation, but Government officers receiving Rs. 1,200 
will be exempted. Does the kingdom of justice end here? The perusal 
: the speeches of Lord Dufferin and of Sir Auckland Colvin has inspired 
the writer with apprehensions. They have said that the salt duties will 
not be enhanced without great necessity ; but the cotton duties will on no 
ecm telmposed. Justice is an inhabitant neither of the east 
a4 of the west, but in what country does justice of this nature reside ? The 
y on one of the greatest necessaries of life to the poor people of India may 
et but the goods of English weavers must always remain duty-free. 

- The Sddhdrant, of the 10th J anuary, says that if a tax has to 

The income-tax. be imposed at all, an income-tax is preferable to 
other taxes. A new tux is going to ode 


SaDsaranl, 
Jan. 10th, 1886. 


Fe Re 


imposed for the two following reasons, namely, the depreciation in the 
price of silver, and the increase of Indian expenditure owing to wars. he 
present difficulty is due to the demonitization of silver by Englanq 
Consequently, it will not be removed unless England remedies the ey} 
But England is indifferent in the matter. Asfor the second reason, namely, 
the expenditure for wars, as the Vicerov has himself said, that Indians yj] 
not have to defray the expenses of the Burmese war, it is to be understood 
that the expenditure for military preparations for a war with Russia j; 
alluded to. The Indians think that a war with Kussia in Central Asi, 
is unnecessary. Consequently, they consider the imposition of a tax for that 
purpose unjust. The writer thanks Jord Dvfferin and Sir Auckland 
Colvin in the name of the 250 millions of Indiansfor not increasing 
the salt tax in consideration of the sufferings that will be caused to the 
poor by that act. The writer says that India is not capable of bearings 
new tax, whether direct or indirect. But a direct taxis preferable, as its 
oppressive character can be perceived and thus remedied, while the oppres. 
sive nature of an indirect tax cannot be so perceived and remedied, 
The writer is in favor of indirect taxation upon articles of luxury. 

Dacca PRaKasn, 64. The Dacca Prakash, of the 10th January, says that Lord 

seabiccenasiaes Dufferin cannot be held solely responsible 

for the Cabul affair. The Afghan policy of 

Government emanates from England, and the Viceroy hes simply to 
carry it out. But Lord Dufferin is solely responsible for the Burmese 
affair, because the Home authorities left the matter entirely to him. He 
has said that, unless strong measures had been adopted in Burmah, great 
difficulties would nave been experienced in connection with the goverm- 
ment of Mandalay. What these difficulties would have been has not been 
clearly stated by His Lordship. But the writer thinks that he meant the 
treaty concluded by the Burmese Government with France. The writer 
is glad that the salt-tax has not been enhanced. Though tie famine-tax 
is wasted for other than its legitimate purposes, still its separate existence 
should not be put an end to. The Secretary of State wi!l never allow the 
revival of the import duties, because he fears the Manchester merchants. 
A fourth of the proceeds of the taxes abolished by Lords Lytton and Ripon 
will suffice for the requirements of India at the present moment. But 
both Liberals and Conservatives are afraid of Manchester. So there are 
the license and income-taxes left. Lord Dufferin says that he is not going 
to impose a new tax, but he 1s going simply to extend the sphere of the 
operations of the license-tax. Thus the ruler of India wants to re-assure 
the people of India by giving a new name to the income-tax. The writer 
thinks that direct taxation is not suited to the condition of the Indian 
people, who have not yet forgotten the hardships under the operation of the 
income-tax law. 

SoM PRAKASH, 


gg sages 65. The Som Prakash, of the 11th J anuary, says that Lord Dufferin 


i i Dut, as shown great magnanimity by declaring 
magnanimity of erin. % 
_— oe oe Viceregal Council that Sr hiaiell and his 
colleagues in the Council do not contribute anything towards the expenses 
of the State, and by proposing the imposition of a tax which will cost him 
Rs. 13,000 in the year. Such magnanimity is rare among Englishmet 
living in India. If Government could have been equally unselfish in other 
matters, there would have been no necessity for new taxation. 


66. The same paper says that Mr. Bright is the foremost mal 
John Bright's speech. amongst those Englishmen who are known fot 


| their love of justice, for their righteousness 
and for their love of truth. His speech at Birmingham shows how greatly be 
differs from the class of men represented by Mr. Keswick. Every thinking 
mao must admit that fulfilment of what Mr. Bright has said is only § 
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‘on of time. The laws of nature are never tormfied by the display 
re js, The time of the ascendancy of British force has gone by. 
oh; rer ave of science, civilization and culture. England tried to keep 
os “America with the sword, but in vain. So the writer says that to 
a sovern by the sword would be a mistaken policy. The word of 
Me Bright should be accepted by the British Government as Gospel 
a The same paper is sorry to notice that Government has deter- 

. mined upon the re-imposition of the income- 
i tax. It is going to be imposed in the name 
of justice, for the Viceroy says that justice 1s an inhabitant neither of 
te east nor of the west. The writer thinks of examining the justice of 
the measure. It has become necessary owing to the increase of expendi- 
ture. But who told Government to increase it? Were those, who would 


| now have to pay, ever consulted in the matter of the increase of expendi- 


ture? Government took the responsibility of increasing the expenses, and 
‘t now throws that responsibility on the shoulders of other people in the 
name of justice. The natives would never have grumbled to pay if the 
increase had been incurred for the defence of the State. But that is not the 
case. Money has been spent for nothing, in causelessly increasing the army, 
in appointing the Boundary Commission, and in other things from a needless 


fear of Russia, and also in preserving the interests of the Bombay and Burmah 


Trading Company. What sort of justice is it to impose the cost of all 
these needless measures on the people of India? But they are helpless, 
they must have to pay the money expended by their rulers. Still the 
writer cannot help examining three of the points raised. Sir Auckland 
Colvin said that any alteration of the quinquennial contract with the 
Provincial Governments before the period of the contract is over is 
wrong. But justice would not have been outraged if he _ had 
made that proposal. That measure would not have been worse than the 
imposition of the income-tax. Cannot Government give up the idea of resi- 
dence in the hills? Can it not abolish the Commander-in-Chiefships 
of Madras and Bombay? Can it not justly diminish the pay of the 
Civilians? Thesecond point raised by Sir Auckland is that the enhance- 
ment of the salt tax would press hard on the poor. But do the higher classes 
never use salt? Sir Auckland has pointed out that the reduction of the tax 
has increased its consumption among the poorer classes. But the writer 
says that he has never seen even the poorest of the poor take his curries 
not seasoned with salt. The increase of consumption is to be attributed 
not to the reduction of the tax, nor to the theory that people are eating 
more salt, but to the increase of population, extension of trade, and to the 
‘act that salt is now given ia larger quantities to domestic animals. But 
it 18 doubtful whether it is proper to convenience animals at the expense 
of men, The writer is not for the enhancement of salt tax; he is only 
seamining the justice of the proposed measure. The Finance Minister 
id not consider the re-imposition of the import duties to be proper. That 
osvere will wound the feelings of the merchants of Manchester. 
writer cannot advise him to interfere with freedom of trade. But 
a, Pe mpenition of the duties would have been a _ better measure 
ce bone e he ere ef e.2 ee kid be does not 
slg lll ss ulc " somone ' the fact that the 
the difference 7. ger quantities of salt and cloth in proportion to 
rc St we. means from that of the poor. The writer 
of Mang Pls 2 , fia sort of justice it is to think of the interests 
Rrveriee ys ie e legislating tor India. The third point raised by 
relay ene Is the income-tax, The details of the measure disclose 

justice. If any one gets Rs. 42 per month from a private 
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employer, he will have to pay 4 pie per rupee, while a Government servant 


getting Rs. 100 will not pay anything. A teacher in a private schol 


getting Rs. 500 a year will pay 4 pie per rupee, and the Viceroy with hig 
Rs. 2,50,000 a year will pay at the same rate. The difference between these 
two men is only a pie. The writer requests Government to carefully revis 
the details, if it consider the imposition of the tax necessary. 
68. The Samaya, of the 11th January, says that at the time of the 
rendition of the Fort of Gwalior, the Anglo. 
er Indian papers said that no native prince will 
ever venture to take up arms against the English. The writer hoped t:vat the 
English would improve the condition of the natives. But his hopes have 
been disappointed. The Arms Act proves this conclusively. Since the 
enactment of this Act, agitations have several times been set on foot against 
it, but Government never listened to what the natives said. The writer 
asks the English that when they can trust a powerful Chief like Scindia, 
why cannot they trust the poor natives of their own territories. The Act was 
passed through the Council at a time when there were wars on all sides of 
India, and the cowardly Viceroy became unpopular. He enacted the law 
as a measure of precaution, though there was no cause of apprehension, 
Is the loyalty of the natives still a matter of doubt? If the 
Russians get such a loval race, they administer the country with 
their assistance. But the English cannot go so far. They are becoming 
more and more greedy, and so they are becoming more and more 
attached to India. Government does not understand to what an _ extent 
the natives have become losers by tiie Arms Act. Wild animals destroy 
crops, but the people have no means of killing them. Thieves easily escape 
after stealing things from people’s houses. The pzople will be greatly 
grateful to Lord Dufferin if he can remove this grievance. 
69. The Dainii, of the 11th January, says that the income-tax should 
i tee a not be realised from those whose income fall 


short of Rs. 100 a month. Government 
should not make any distinction between the official and the non-official popv- 


lation. If Government has to favour any, it should favour the non-official. 
Tne writer does not mean by tiis that Government officers, with Rs. 500: 
year, should be taxed. The Bill does not say anything about the mode ot 
realising the tax. But it intends to realise the whole amount of the tax be 
fore tie Ist of June. Thus people with Rs. 500 a month will have to pay 
the whole amount of their tax assessed on their whole income on the Ist of 
June. This will be exceedingly hard. Tne writer thinks that it should be 
realised in monthly instalments. There are in the Bill provisions for the sale 
of property, for arrest, and even for imprisonment in default of payment. This 
shows that Government entertains a suspicion that in many instances the tax 
will not be realised. But, says the writer, that only those people should be 
taxed who have the ability to pay. 
70. The same paper publishes a letter purporting to have been 
Land acquisition at Kidderpore. written by the people of Kidderpore, in which 
the writers complain that, though their laad 
were tiken about a year ago, yet they have not as yet received theif 
compensation. When they applied to Mr. Pargiter, his reply was that he had 


not received money from superier officers to pay them, and that he would pay 
when he got it. 


“1. The .avavibhdkar, of the 11th January, says that expenditure 0 


The financial measures of Govern- military preparations owing to fear of Russia, 
ment. 


| 1s the cause of the financial embarrassments of 
Government. It is certain that an additional military expeaditure of tw? 


crores of rupees will be incurred next year. That expenditure may | 
regarded as a Cuons'ant expenditure. The Viceroy is greatly afflicted Wit 
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ho will protest against the increase of military expendi- 
eel ee read his deleniaes. ” He has expressed his feelings in the 
tore ot that “if in so great a crisis any. Government of India had done 
aggre have deserved impeachment before the Parliament.” The 
less, | does not believe, for reasons which he has repeatedly urged, that 
ee will venture to invade India. The writer, though full of loyalty, 
Pr isiaael to say that Russophobia is going to ruin Indians. The 
coe is being ruined by the expenses of merely preparations for 
coun a is a matter of regret that Government does not consider how the 
spent will be defrayed when it is involved in a war with some powerful 
pen Should not Government make arrangements for such a contin- 
sini beforehand P There is no other means of preventing ruin except by 
had military expenditure and by making arrangements for the defence 
of India by Indians. Neither Lord Dufferin nor Sir Auckland Colvin is 
opposed to the reduction of expenditure. : But the Government of India will 
not be able to enforce reduction of expenditure on the local Governments until 
the term of the financial engagement with them has expired. The writer does 
not think that any great hardship would have been caused if the salt tax had 
remained a little higher than it nowis. The finance member also has not said 


that the salt tax should not be at all increased. Sir Evelyn Baring said 


that the salt tax would be raised when any unexpected difficulty arose. 
From Government’s reluctance to increase the salt tax at this present 
time of difficulty, it appears that Government expects greater difficul- 
ties. It is certain that Government will not venture to dissatisfy 
the powerful English merchants by re-imposing the import duties. The 
writer does not think that any benefit is done to India, which does 
not want much cloth, by promoting the interests of English cloth merchants 
by reducing the price of cloth by one or two annas. 


72. The same paper says that the writer does not oppose the income- 
tax merely because it will touch the pockets 


The income-tax. 


of highly-paid officials. But dissatisfaction 
will be caused if any injustice is done in the assessment of the tax. It 
does not seem probable that Government will desist from wars owing to 
the cry of Indians. The fixing of the lowest limit of income assessable 
under the tax at Rs. 500 yearly will lead to much suffering. It 
is also unjust to make Government servants and military officers subject 


to assessment under the tax only when they have an annual income of 


Rs, 1,200 and Rs. 6,000, respectively, while private persons having 
an annual income of Rs. 500 will be subject to assessment. The 
writer says that the income which will be exempted from assess- 
ment should be deducted from all incomes above that sum at the 
time of making assessments. Persons having Government securities 
should not be made subject to assessment. | Many persons derive 


their whole income from Government securities worth from Res. 1,000 to 


Rs. 2,000. 


13, The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 11th January, says that not 
Lord Dufferin and Anglo-Indians. only the natives of India, but even English- 


- men who seek their welfare, believe that the 
condition of the people of this country was decidedly better under the rule 


of the East Indian Company than at the present time. At that time 


arliament exercised control over the Company. But though the condition 
of the natives has become worse at the present time, there still exists a 
check upon the Government of India. The existence of two political 
parties in England affords this check. In another way also is the Govern- 


g Ment of this country influenced by English public opinion. Not infre- 


quently does the English nation differ in its opinion from Anglo-Indians 
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who guide the Government of India, and in the event of such difference 
of opinion occurring, the Government here is compelled to act according 4, 
the wishes of the English public. Now all this check has ceased to exiy 
since Lord Dufferin came to India. His Excellency enjoys the confidence 
of both Liberals and Conservatives. His appointment as Viceroy wa 
approved of by both the parties. His declaration of war against Burmah 
received the support of both, and now his action in annexing that kingdop 
has given great delight to Englishmen in England as well as to Englishmen 
in this country. Such is now the position of Lord Dufferin that he can 
confer great benefits upon India just as he can inflict great miseries upon 
it. Being busy with foreign politics he has not yet fully directed his atten. 
tion to questions of internal administration. Although in the Panjdeh 
affair there was at first some lack of farsightedness on his part, still by the 
manner in which he has acted subsequently he has pleased almost eve; 
Englishman if he has not been able to completely promote the interests of 
the British Government in every case. The dispute with Russia regarding 
the Afghan frontier question has been in a manner settled, and Russiag 
and British officers are amicably proceeding with the work of delimitation, 
Lord Dufferin is strengthening the north-western frontrier of India by 
erecting fortifications, constructing railways, and adopting other 
defensive measures. Upper Burmah has been annexed and a campof 
exercise is about to be held. Whether by the adoption of thege 
measures Lord Dufferin has succeeded in inspiring Russians with 
fear, Russians alone can say; but one thing is certain, namely 
that he has by this means caused great excitement among Anglo-Indians, 
and the editor is afraid lest there should again spring up that ill-feeling 
between natives and Anglo-Indians, which prevailed during the agitation | 
over the Jurisdiction Bill. But if this evil result should follow, the people 
of India will be completely trampled under foot by Anglo-Indians, 
During the agitation over the Jurisdiction Bill, Lord Ripon as well as many 
other powerful Englishmen were on the side of natives. Their cause was 
just, and the Queen’s proclamation also was on their side, and yet 
Anglo-Indians were victorious. The case is different this time, 
Anglo-Indians are very powerful, and if Lord Dufferin joins them, natives 
will be simply nowhere. 

Amana Sazar 74, The same paper says that Lord Dufferin was perfectly aware 

Jan. 1th, 1886 de be that Auglo-Indians would raise a storm of 


opposition against the proposal to impose 
an income-tax, and that it would not be possible for him to make 


light of this opposition. Hence it was that from the first he adopted 
a line of policy in thiscountry which was likely to obtain for him the 
goodwill of Englishmen. He was aware that Europeans in this 
country greatly love power and respect those officials who show 3 
disregard of the interest of natives. He has shaped his policy accord- 
ingly. By annexing Upper Burmah he has become almost the idol of 
Englishmen, and having thus established his position in the English 
community, he has proposed to levy an income-tax. Nevertheless, knowing 
as he did that Englishmen love money above all things, he felt great 
hesitation in sanctioning the introduction of the Income-tax Bill in the 
Legislative Council, and fouad it necessary to advance various arguments in 
support of the action he was about to take. He went further and evel 
deplored the fate of the Indian poor who had not by the Way received af 
assistance from his Government during their distress, He also found * 
necessary to appeal to considerations of justice and generosity. Lord Dufferi 
has succeeded in his policy regarding the income-tax. The Bill received the 
support of all the members of the Legislative Council. Considering th 
Liord Dufferin has obtained the support of Anglo-Indians, he need haf? 
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count of the natives. These would have supported the 
no Ee ae ihere been no other argument in its favour than that it will 


fect Buropean officials in this country who do not pay any tax, but they 


ect distinct benefits from it. Natives now expect that the income-tax 
ex 


- duce Huropeans to make common cause with them, and that 
anes aon a state of things under which the officials will be 
a elled to become more careful about public expenditure than formerly, 
on ! they spent the proceeds of taxes levied from natives alone. 

: DS The same paper suggests that the minimum limit of taxable 
income under the Income-tax Bill should be 

The income-tax. fixed at Rs. 1,000 instead of’ at Rs. 500 as 
has been done in the Bill, and that if the proposed limit be accepted the 


| sate of tax may be slightly increased to make good the tax that would be 


lost by the raising of the limit. The Editor points out that the distinction 
made between Government employés and employés in the service of private 
fms or individuals, as regards incomes of less than Rs. 1,200 a year 


| will cause great heart-burning among the latter. 


76. The Samvad Prabhdkar, of the 18th January, says that the 
British Government is very fond of appoint- 
ing commissions on every occasion. The 
number of such Commissions under the English rule is very large. But 


Commissions. 


| with the exception of a very few of them none have produced any good 


result, What good have the Malaria Commission, the Army Commission, 
the Famine Commission done? Have the recommendations of the Army 
Commission on the subject of the abolition of the Commander-in-Chief- 
ships of Bombay and Madras been carried into effect ? Lord Randolph 
Churchill proposed the other day the appointment of a Royal Commission. 


| It was a very clever move on his part indeed. There was a similar commis- 


sion once, but how many people did go to England to give their evidence. 
If Lord Dufferin has proposed the appointment of acommission for making 
retrenchments. He has said that he will make the commission do real work. 
He is of course sincere. Butif Indian civilians are appointed the result 
will be a failure. The fact is if Parliament appoints a commission and if 
that Commission comes to India and takes evidence of both officials and 
non-officials, it is likely to do some good, otherwise Commissions are useless, 


| If Lord Dufferin hastily appoints a commission, Parliament may not appoint 
| the proposed Royal Commission. He will be justified in appointing a Com- 


mission, if he comes to know that the Royal Commission will not be 
appointed. QOcherwise he should wait till it is appointed. 

77. The Dainik, of the 18th January, quotes the following passage 
nee from the Finance Minister’s speech—viz., 
) ‘‘ How are we to re-impose the import duties 

without putting an excise upon local mills which are numerous and 
considerable,” and remarks that it means simply this:—the merchants of 


- Manchester will not be able to compete successfully with the local mills, 


and they will gradually lose their Indian market. ‘The writer is not sur- 
prised to hear this from the English who are free-traders. ‘Ch English boast 
of many principles, but they never think of principles when their own interests 
~ at stake, When the question was one of Indian finance they abolished 

1¢ import duties in the name of free trade without at the same abolishing 


¥ Sulles on silver articles imported into Kngland from India. This is a 


oe of the free-trade principle. But the English are silent on this 
78. The Dainik, of the 14th January, notices that the Finance 

Is Bicting Sntemenin Died Minister has said in his speech that there is 

ii oO Famine Insurance Fund, and that there 
no separate funds in the revenue of a State. But, says the writer, it 
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would have been more re-assuring to the people if he said that there had been 
an Insurance Fund, but that it had been all spent in the frontier defences, ang 
that it would be replenished at an early opportunity. But such is the misfor. 
tune of the people that Government will never go by the straight path. 

79. The Samvad Purnachandrodaya, of the 16th January, says tha 
the people are in great distress OWlNng to 
floods, famines, earthquakes and other cause, 
They will not be able to bear the burden of the income-tax. People ar 
saying that they will have to leave their hearths and homes, but where are 
they to go? | Government is present wherever they may think of 


going. 


The income-tax. 


III. —LEGISLATIVE. 


80. The Dacca Prakash, of the 7. es D nce that the 
a swkidar; overnment of Bengal will never give y 
= oo the idea of making laws until both th 
tenants and the zemindars are ruined. The Patwari Bill is liked neithe 
by the tenants nor the zemindars, yet it must be passed. After the Bill is 
passed, the patwaris will become lords in the village, and will oppress 
both zemindars and tenants. The good feeling which now exists between 
tenants and zemindars will come to an end. 

Everyone admits that the chowkidari law requires amendment. 

81. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 11th January, says that 
though Mr. A. M. Bose is an able, ip. 
telligent and learned man, he possesses but 
little knowledge of this country. He would therefore act wisely if in 
discharging his duties as a member of the Bengal Legislative Council, 
he should follow the advice of those who possess greater experience. 

82. The same paper says that the laws which the Lieutenant-Governor 
proposes to enact on the subject of landlord 
and tenant will cause great injury to the 
people of this country, as will be evident from a consideration of the 


miserable state of things brought about by the introduction of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act. 


Mr. A. M. Bose. 


Law of landlord and tenant. 


L1V.—NativE States. 


83. The Bharat Mihir, of the 7th January, says that the sudden 


cilia arrival of the Maharajah of Cashmere 4 

: Calcutta has produced grave doubts in the 
minds of the people of this country. The head and front of the Maharajab’s 
offending would seem to be this that he is the owner of a state which i 
regarded as an earthly paradise, aud he must expiate for this sin. He 
is being held responsible even for the earthquake which lately devastated 


his state. ‘The annexation of Upper Burmah sufficiently shows the characte! 
of Lord Dufferin’s foreign policy. 


84. The Bharat Basi, of the 9th January, is sorry to notice that 


ID, the Resident of Cashmere has written 


| ; Government that Baboo Nilamber Mookerjee 
is responsible for the fact that no improvement is being introduced i 


Cashmere. The writer cannot believe this, even if the Resident says 0 9 
an oath. Everyone who knows the Baboo and also the condition of thé 
state, must admit that no one has done so much for it as he. But it ma 


be true that he looks more to the interests of his employer, and is 00 
subservient to the wishes of the Resident, 


——s «a3 CH? a | ‘. a — Ss a 


( 91 ) 


95, The Uchit Vaktd, of the 9th January, is sorry to notice that 
4 of the Maharajah of proper arrangements were not made for the 
cones. reception of the Maharajah of Cashmere when 
he came to Calcutta. This does not speak well of the English. They 
ave a grand reception at Rawal Pindi to the Amir of Cabul whom they 
have themselves raised to the throne. But are the Chiefs of the Punjab 
inferior to the Amir? The cold reception of the Maharajah of Cashmere 
shows that the English are not disposed to show respect to one whom they 
do not fear, and that there may be something at the bottom of the cry 
raised by the Anglo-Indian papers for the annexation of Cashmere. 


96. The Bangabdst, of the 9th January, says that all is over with 
Burmah. It feels great apprehensions for 

— Cashmere. It thinks that the turn for Cashmere 
‘s come. The Pioneer says that the Viceroy has invited the Maharajah of 
Cashmere to the capital to make an arrangement about his State. The 


Mone of the Pioneer rouses suspicion in the minds of men. It has already 


abused the native papers for their expected support of the Maharajah’s 


cause. It has said that interference in the affairs of Cashmere was 


determined upon during the administration of Lord Ripon, the idol of the 
native papers. 


87, The Auanda Bazar Patrikd, of the 11th January, says that 


fon the people of India have become greatly 


Cashmere. uneasy on account of Cashmere. The 


advance of Russia in the direction of India, the death of the old Maha- 
rajah, Lord Dufferin’s policy, the advice which is being given to Govern- 
ment by Anglo-Indian newspapers to annex Cashmere, and the recent 
annexation of Upper Burmah have all combined to produce this uneasiness 
which has been aggravated by the sudden arrival of the new Maharajah at 
Calcutta. The Editor, however, does not believe that Lord Dufferin will 
annex Cashmere, because His Excellency is perfectly aware that such a 


step will alarm the native princes, a result which can never contribute 
to the safety of the British empire in India. 


V.—PBoSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


88. The Pratikdr, of the lst January, says that the tenants of the 
flow repair the embankment at districts of Moorshedabad, Nuddea, Jessore, 
| and a portion of the district of 24-Pergunnahs 
have been ruined by the giving way of the embankment at Lalita Kundi. 
Now the question is, how to prevent its giving way? The embankment 
should be repaired in a lasting manner. It should be made of solid 
masonry work with a sluice gate in it, The embankment should be of such 
a lasting character that no floods can make a breach init. Government 
would not be wrong if it spends even a lakh of rupees in such an important 
work. The construction of solid masonry work is likely to cost much. 
4 Government cannot help incurring expenses. The writer requests 
j Anderson, the Magistrate of Moorshedabad, to think over the subject. 
sf , Peiiee to Government strongly for the construction of solid masonry 
)"Ork, he will be able to make his name endeared to the people for ever. 


Urtya Papers. 


89. The Samvdd Bahika laments that the price of rice is rising ve 
High price of rice in Balasore, “8h in the Balasore town, and that the poor 
people of that place are on that account 


The conti 
port has led to this state sf jae” inual export of rice from the Balasore 


put to creat inconvenience. 


Ucuit VakTa, 
Jan. 9th, 1886. 


BaneaBas!, 
Jan. 9th, 1886. 


ANANDA BazaAR 
PaTRIKA, 


Jan. 11th, 1886. 


PRATIKAR, 
Jan. let, 1856. 


SaMvaD BaHika, 
Dec. 31st, 1885. 
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UTKaL D1PIKA. 


SpBaKA, 
Jan. 2nd, 1886. 


SEBAKA. 


( 2) 
90. The Utkal Dipikd finds fault with the Commissioner of th 


The Commissioner of Orissa decid. Orissa Division for deciding certain cases j, 
ing cases in his own house. his own house without giving previous jp. 
timation of the same either to the parties concerned or to their pleaders, 
91. The same paper points out the necessity of connecting Poore 
ee and other important towns in Orissa yith 
A railway in Orissa. 


other important towns of India by rail, ang 
remarks that a railway, if opened to Pooree, will prove lucrative in th 


end, for Pocree is considered to be one of the most important centre 
of pilgrimage in India by all Hindus. ; 

92. The Sebaka suggests that Kumar Baikanthanath De having 
An Usiga- for the Deunel Oven resigned his seat in the Bengal Council, Gor. 
cil ernment may nominate either Rai Nim 


Bullove Bose, Bahadur of Bhuddruck, or Roy Koylash Chandra Mohasoy ¢ 
Balasore, to the vacant seat in question. 


in tales eles 93. The same paper writes the following 


in an article headed: * The necessity of a 
Indian Parliament ” :— 


Ever since the awakening of the Indian mind to its present want 
and necessities, a natural hankering after some durable constitution ha. 
been created, which must be, to prevent deterioration and unhealthy growth, 
satisfied in some way or other. To imitate is natural to man. Hor 
can then the educated Indians be blind to the fact that, while Englishmen 
can make themselves felt and heard through the British Parliament, 
the natives of India must remain contented with the despotic rule of th 
Government of India? The contrast looks more painfu! when i 
is remembered that both peoples are the subjects of Her Majesty 
the Queen-Empress of India. There was a time when the doctnne 
of fitness was inculcated to stop the mouths of the clamorous Indian 
that is, the natives of India were considered unfit to share in thos 
privileges that fell to the lots of Englishmen, but time and er 
perience have exposed the fallacy of the doctrine, and it has been fount 
that the natives of India, when tried either in the services or the 
professions, have successfully maintained their prestige and dignity. It 
they have not been able to distinguish themselves as successful administre 
tors of large provinces, it is because they have not been appointed to suct 
responsible posts. The only service in which they have not been hitherto 
tried is the Military, but there, too, our sepoys and subadars have show 
becoming courage and amenability to discipline, though the conservatire 
policy of our Government has clos: d the doors of the higher grades of that 
service against all natives of India. The conservative policy attained 1! 
climax when the natives could not be permitted even to enrol themselves # 
volunteer corps, whose members, if they liked, might admit natire 
comrades. 

The natives of India are a shrewed people. They do not mind 
much if some of the services are closed against them for a certall 
number of years, for they are under the impression that this stalé 
of things must be for a temporary period only, and that it is bette 
for them to wait than to create disorders, What they want mos 
is to reach the fountain of power as quickly as possible, and it ¥# 
this that induced patriots like Baboo Lal Mohun Ghose and others to "J 
their utmost to secure a seat in the British Parliament. He was a Libe 
candidate for Deptford, and he was defeated by a small majority. 1h 
sympathy of the eminent men of the British public with his cause may be 
J 


judged from the contents of letters, which men like Mr. Bright ani 
Lord Ripon have written to him after his failure. Lord Ripon has § 


( 93 ) 


‘m not to become despondent and to wait patiently till a next 
roger fered The failure of Babov Lal Mohun Ghose, though a 
"atter of congratulation for some of the Anglo-Indian journalists in India, 
rings deep thoughts into our mind. No doubt serious thoughts on the 
subject must have occurred to those of our countrymen who did their best 
" further his cause in various ways. The British Indian, the Indian, and 
other Associations in Calcutta and Bombay have all along been trying to 
ecure a few seats for Indians in the British Parliament, but the difficulties 
that lie in their way are simply insurmountable, and they have not hitherto 
been successful in any way. It was a part of their plan at first to make 
some of the English members of Parliament interested in the cause of 
India, and to this object a good many pounds were devoted, but noble 
friends like Mr. Fawcett and others are now no more ; nor does any other 
member of Parliament care to devote much time to India at the sacrifice 
of the interests of the borough, of which he is a representative. Hence the 
necessity of an Indian Member in the British Parliament. Let all the 
Associations in India work together, collect funds, and apply the same to 
the above object. 
While trying our best to secure a seat in the British Parliament for 
a native of India, may we not, we ask, consider at the same time the advis- 
ability of establishing a Parliament in India? Small colonies like Austra- 
lasia, British Canada, the Cape, &c., have their Parliaments. Cannot a big 
dependency like British India have its own Parliament? We shall answer 
the question in our next issue. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, mua. & B.t, 


Bengali Translator. 
Benoalt TRansuatror’s OFFICE, 


The 16th January 1886. 
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